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Welcome!

Today’s materials and slides :

http://bit.ly/3ab0bnF

Introduce yourself in the chat:

 What is your role? 

 Where are you from?
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1. Prioritize equity.

2. Start from within.

3. Measure what matters.

4. Go local.

5. Follow the money.

6. Start early.

7. Monitor implementation of standards.

8. Value people.

9. Improve conditions for learning.

10.Give students options.

Ten 
Minnesota 

Commitments 
to Equity



Learning Outcomes
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By the end of today’s session, you will gain…

• An understanding of the types of assessment data 
publicly available and how to access them

• Ability to interpret and filter assessment data by student 
groups or grade level using the MN Report Card

• A comparison of the various reports that MDE generates 
of assessment results
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Agenda
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1. Types of assessment data (5 min.)

2. Updates on testing this year (5 min.)

3. Achievement Level data from Minnesota Report Card (10 min.)

4. Overall proficiency data from MCA and MTAS (5 min.)

5. ACCESS data (5 min.)

6. Reports overview (10 min.)

7. ORID Activity (15 min.)

8. Closing; Q & A (5 min.)
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Formative

• Formative assessment is a planned, 
ongoing process during learning. 

• Used to elicit evidence of learning 
outcomes to improve student 
understanding and help students 
become self-directed learners.

• Sometimes referred to as 
“assessment for learning.”

Summative

• Summative assessment evidence 
shows a snapshot of student 
learning related to a set of learning 
objectives or criteria.

• Used as a way to document what 
students have learned as a result of 
instruction.

• Sometimes referred to as 
“assessment of learning”

Types of Assessment
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Assessment Purposes
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• Evaluate equitable implementation of state standards 
(statewide summative assessments)

• Predict learning; measure growth (interim 
assessments)

• Allocate resources or interventions

• Identify misconceptions and scaffold 
instruction for partial understandings  

• Communicate feedback about learning to 
students and families

STATE

DISTRICT

CLASSROOM



Purpose of Minnesota Assessments (State Level)

 Provide a window into equitable opportunities for students to learn the 
standards in Reading, Math, Science across the state.

Measure a broad snapshot of student learning of grade level standards.

Measure progress in English Language Development for English learners.
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Standardized Summative Assessments

Minnesota Assessments

Standards-Based 
Accountability Assessments

MCA MTAS 

English Language Proficiency 
Accountability Assessments

ACCESS for ELLs
Alternate 

ACCESS for ELLs
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Minnesota Assessments: Aligned to Standards
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Test Names Standards Year Adopted Year Revised

Reading MCA-III 
and MTAS

Minnesota K–12 Academic Standards in English 
Language Arts

2010 2020

Mathematics 
MCA-III and 

MTAS-III
Minnesota K–12 Academic Standards in Mathematics 2007 2021-22

Science MCA-III 
and MTAS-III

Minnesota K–12 Academic Standards in Science 2009 2019

ACCESS and 
Alternate 

ACCESS for ELLS
WIDA English Language Development Standards 2011 2020

The “series number” corresponds to 
the set of standards from which the 

test is designed



What can teachers do with MCA and MTAS data?
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Get a general sense of strengths and growth areas in 
relation to the grade-level standards for your content area.

Analyze achievement level results in a school or grade:

• What percent of students are proficient?

• What percent of students are not yet proficient? How does this compare 
across student groups?

• Are the students that completed the assessment representative of the 
total student population of the school or district? 

• Are there other instructional changes that could provide additional 
context (i.e., textbook change, emphasis on a certain content strand)?



What makes an assessment useful to classroom instruction?

1

Timeliness of the 
results. 

2

Grain size of results 
is appropriate to 
level of specificity of 
learning.

3

Provides 
information that is 
related to what is or 
was taught in the 
class.
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adapting 
instruction

Useful for 
monitoring 
or adapting 
instruction

Adapted from: Evans, C. M. & Thompson, J. 
(2020). Classroom Assessment Learning Modules. 

https://www.nciea.org/classroom-assessment-learning-modules


Cautions for teachers when using MCA and MTAS data
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This data is not instructionally useful.

A teacher needs more fine-grained, curricular information to 
differentiate instruction for individual and groups of students.

Scale scores should never be compared across grades for a student, 
especially when determining if a student has shown growth.

The achievement levels CAN be used to assess whether student 
growth across grades is demonstrated.



What can teachers do with ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS data?
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Provides a general sense of strengths and growth areas for 
the English Language Development Standards.

Analyze proficiency level results in a school or grade:

• What percent of students are proficient?

• What percent of students are not yet proficient? How does this compare 
across student groups?

• Are there other instructional changes that could provide additional 
context (i.e., textbook change, emphasis on a certain content strand)?

Use in instructional and curriculum planning in the 
classroom, school and district levels for Els.



Cautions for teachers when using ACCESS and Alternate data
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Do not assume that appropriate uses and 
interpretations of the data are the same as with 
MCA/MTAS.

Scale scores CAN be compared across grades for a 
student, especially when determining if a student 
has shown growth.

The proficiency levels can also be used to assess 
whether student growth across grades is 
demonstrated.



Statewide Testing Decisions for Spring ‘21

• The U.S. Department of Education sent a letter this week to states stating 
they will not be allowing waivers for testing like last year.

• MDE is bound by federal law to administer the MCA, MTAS, ACCESS, and Alt. 
ACCESS. 

• Minnesota is submitting an addendum to its ESSA state plan. This addendum 
will allow us to make temporary changes to our accountability system to 
reflect the effects of the pandemic on accountability data collection and use.
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https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/ESSA/mnstp/


Statewide Testing Updates for Spring ‘21 – Test Administration

• All testing must be administered in-person following the Safe Learning Plan 
guidance protocols. There will NOT be a remote testing option.

• Your District Assessment Coordinator (DAC) can provide more specific 
information about your school’s testing dates and the health and safety 
measures to keep students and staff safe during test administration.

• For more updates about test administration, read the documents under 
“Assessing Learning” on the Student Instruction COVID-19 Resource page.

MDE > Districts, Schools and Educators > Healthy Schools > COVID-19 
Updates > Student Instruction COVID-19 Resources
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https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/health/covid19/AcademicStandardsCOVID-19Resources/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/index.html
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/index.htm
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/health/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/health/covid19/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/health/covid19/AcademicStandardsCOVID-19Resources/


Statewide Testing Updates for Spring ‘21 – Results

• We know the pandemic has had a significant impact on instruction this year.

• We expect student performance to be different from previous years and are 
discussing ways to report this that supports “assets-based” thinking.

• MDE will provide additional guidance on the use of Spring 2021 results, 
including comparing results to previous years.

• When the test is administered correctly, the scores still represent a valid and 
accurate snapshot of current learning of the grade-level content standards 
and proficiency in academic English (for ELs) at the time students test.
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Testing 1, 2, 3 Newsletter

• Monthly e-mails updates from MDE’s Division of 
Statewide Student Assessment and Data Analytics.

• Scan the QR code to enter your name and email

OR send a request to testing123@state.mn.us

OR sign up on Testing 1, 2, 3 

(testing123 > Get Involved > Testing 123 Newsletter) 
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mailto:testing123@state.mn.us
https://testing123.education.mn.gov/test/get/news/


When Do Districts Typically Get the Assessment Results?

Late 
May

Late 
June

Late 
July

August
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Minnesota Assessments Data: One Component
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Example Data Available from the State

• MCA/MTAS

• ACCESS/Alternate ACCESS

• Enrollment

• Consistent Attendance

• Graduation

• Discipline

• Minnesota Student Survey



Data Available from the State: In the MDE Data Center
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Minnesota Report Card Standards-Based Assessment Report
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MDE website > Data Center > Minnesota Report Card > Are students mastering standards? > Test 
Achievement Levels, Test Results and Participation



Example: Filter Options for Student Groups

2/25/2021 25Leading for educational excellence and equity, every day for every one. | education.mn.gov



Example: Statewide Student Achievement Level
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Example: Statewide Proficiency
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Minnesota Report Card ACCESS for ELLs Report
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MDE website > Data Center > Minnesota Report Card > Are English learners progressing? > ACCESS for ELLs 
Achievement Levels



Example: Filter Options for Student Groups (2)

2/25/2021 29Leading for educational excellence and equity, every day for every one. | education.mn.gov



Example: Statewide Overall Composite
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Download Files in Data Reports and Analytics

2/25/2021 31Leading for educational excellence and equity, every day for every one. | education.mn.gov

MDE website > Data Center > Data Reports and Analytics > Accountability and Assessment > Assessment Files



Available Assessment Download Files in 2019
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Minnesota Assessment Data
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Report Card

• State, school and district level

• Data provided by achievement levels

• Multiple student characteristics can be 
selected at once

• Only valid score data is available

• MCA, MTAS and combined are available

• Only ACCESS is available

Data Reports and Analytics

• State, school, district and county level

• Data provided by achievement levels and 
for scale scores

• Only one student characteristic aggregation 
is reported at a time

• Data is available for counts of the not valid 
scores

• MCA and MTAS combined available

• ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS are available



MCA/MTAS Achievement Levels
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Exceeds Standards

Meets Standards

Partially Meets Standards

Does Not Meet Standards

Proficient

Not Proficient



WIDA English Language Proficiency Levels

PL 1
Entering

PL 2
Beginning

PL 3
Developing

PL 4
Expanding

PL 6
Reaching

PL 5
Bridging
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What is Proficiency on ACCESS?

Overall 
composite

Reading

Speaking

Writing

Listening

Overall composite greater 
than or equal to 4.5

and
at least three of four domains 
greater than or equal to 3.5
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ORID Data Activity
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MCA/MTAS ACCESS



ORID Activity

2/25/2021 38

Go to menti.com and enter code 65 81 77 8, or scan the QR code below on a mobile device.

https://www.menti.com/


Closing
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Please Take the Survey about this session – We want your feedback!
https://forms.gle/CjQPKZeBci9eQikr9

https://forms.gle/CjQPKZeBci9eQikr9


Resources
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Appropriate and Inappropriate Uses of Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment (MCA) Results
(Testing 123 website > Analyze > Access Statewide Assessment Data)

Appropriate and Inappropriate Uses of ACCESS for ELLs Results
(Testing 123 website > Analyze > Access Statewide Assessment Data)

Guidebook: Exploring ACCESS for ELLs Data
(MDE website > Districts, Schools and Educators > Statewide Testing > District Resources)

Student Instruction COVID-19 Resource page
(MDE website > Districts, Schools and Educators > Healthy Schools > COVID-19 Updates > Student 

Instruction COVID-19 Resources)

https://testing123.education.mn.gov/test/analyze/report/
https://testing123.education.mn.gov/test/analyze/report/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/test/district/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/health/covid19/AcademicStandardsCOVID-19Resources/


Thank you!
Kendra Olsen

kendra.olsen@state.mn.us

Kat Edwards

katherine.edwards@state.mn.us
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